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INDIVIDUAL WRITERS
THOMAS DEKKER (0.1572-1632)

Dekker was a very industrious and popular writer of prose
tracts, which give a lively picture of contemporary manners.

In 1603 he pub. The Wonderful Teare wherein is shewed the picture of
London, lying sicke of the Plague. There is a modern ed. of this
vigorous work with other pamphlets on the same subject entitled
The Plague Pamphlets of Thomas Dekker, ed. F. P. Wilson, 1925. The
Wonderful Teare is also rptd. in the Bodley Head Quartos ed. G. B.
Harrison. In the same year appeared Dekker's adaptation of the
famous fifteenth-century satire Les Quinze Joyes de Manages en-
titled The Batchelor's Banquet. Dekker followed Greene as a reporter
of low life in London in such works as The Seven Deadlie Sinnes of
London (1606, modern ed. by H. F. B. Brett Smith in the Percy
Reprints, 1922} .Newesfrom Hell brought by the DeveWs Carrier (1606).
The Belman of London (1608) and its sequel Lanthorne and Candle-
light (1608). The Seven Deadlie Sinnes has been rptd. by E. Arber in
the English Scholar's Library and the Belman of London and Lan-
thorne and Candle-light by O. Smeaton in The Temple Classics. The
best known of Dekker's social studies is the lively and amusing
pamphlet called The Guls Home Booke or Fashions 50 please all sorts of
guls (1609). It is founded on the Latin poem of Frederick Dede-
kind called Grobianus, but is an entirely orig. work giving a vivid
picture of contemporary English life. There are modern edd. by
R. B. McKerrow in K.C. (1907) and by O. Smeaton in T. C.
(1904).

A collected ed. of Dekker's non-dramatic works by A. B.
Grosart, was pub. in 1885. For Dekker's other works, and bio-
graphical and critical studies see pp. 288-299.

NICHOLAS BRETON (1545-1626)

Nicholas Breton was one of the best of the popular Elizabethan
writers of miscellaneous prose. Among his numerous works special
attention may be drawn to Wits Trenchmour in a Conference betwixt
an Angler and a Scholler (1597) a dialogue on angling which was
inspired by The Treatyse of Fyshynge printed with Dame Juliana
Berners's Boke ofHuntyng (1496). Breton's book certainly provided
a model for Walton's Compleat Angler. His most attractive writing is
to be found in his two collections of "characters" which are

238